A Welcome from our Chief Executive

Dear Applicant,

Thank you for your interest in joining Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust
(NPCAT).

As you explore our current opportunities, you are looking at a Trust that is in the midst
of an inspiring period of transformation. Having spent the last several months listening
to our staff, visiting our 38 schools, and building on the foundations of our community, |
can say with confidence: there has never been a more exciting time to join us.

A Vision-Led Community: Your Platform for Impact

We are currently entering a high-energy phase of our evolution. Having successfully
refined our core foundations, we are now looking forward with clear eyes and big
ambitions. For a prospective colleague, this means you are joining a Trust that is
dynamic, listening, and eager for fresh perspectives.

We have the robust capabilities of a large-scale Trust, with the resources, central
support, and career pathways that come with it, but we remain rooted in the heart of a
local community. We are looking for innovative thinkers and passionate practitioners
who want to bring their unique energy to our schools. Here, your voice won't just be
heard; it will help shape the standards of excellence we set for the 12,300 children in
our care.

Most importantly we recognise that the best educators and professionals thrive in
environments where they feel secure, valued and supported.

Driven by People, Rooted in Faith

At NPCAT, we are "One Trust, One Team”. While our mission is rooted in the Catholic
faith and the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we are a proudly inclusive employer. We believe
that every member of our staff, whether in the classroom or in our central services,
plays a vital role in our core purpose: “Forming lives ready to face the future.” The scale of
our impact is significant. We serve over 12,300 pupils across Teesside, North Yorkshire
and York, where a great education ensures every child can live life to the full. When you
join us, you aren't just taking a job; you are joining a mission to provide stability, care,
and high aspirations for all our pupils.

Shape Our Future

We are currently moving from a period of "Reset and Listen" into a phase of "Distinction
and Excellence." This is where you come in. We are looking for candidates who are not



just looking for a seat at the table, but who want to help build the table itself. We value
fresh perspectives, professional courage, and a dedication to excellence.

In return, we promise you a workplace that listens, a Trust that invests in your
professional development at every level, and a community that walks together with faith
and generosity of spirit.

If you are ready to help us shape the future of Catholic education in Teesside, North
Yorkshire and York we would be honored to receive your application.

Warm regards,
Karen Siedle
Interim Chief Executive Officer
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Forming lives ready to face the future

Why work for us?

The Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust family of 32 primary schools and six
secondary schools, promotes the dignity, self-esteem and development of every one
of our pupils and staff.

Our geographical reach stretches across Teesside, North Yorkshire and the City of York
within the northern area of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Middlesbrough. Our schools
offer high-quality education, with a unique set of curricula that meets requirements of

our young people and gives them every opportunity to succeed in adult life.

We are dedicated to academic excellence and the spiritual, physical and moral
development of all our 12,300 pupils, as well as the ongoing development and fulfilment
of every one of our 1,500-plus staff.

Our Trust is a faith-based community. We provide modern facilities and a safe and
secure environment that reflects and supports family values, where standards of
behaviour are excellent and parental engagement and collaboration is central to our
success.

Learning takes place in an atmosphere inspired by the spirit of Jesus Christ, in which his
commandment to love God and neighbour nurtures a caring ethos that is expressed in
relationships within and beyond our schools.

We are inclusive and are respectful of and engage with people of all beliefs, encouraging
a culture of tolerance where people of diverse identities are recognised, welcomed,
respected and cherished.

We seek to make a difference to the lives of all groups of children, working to ensure
especially that the most vulnerable in our society are not disadvantaged.
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Each school aspires for excellence and is on a journey of continual year-on-year
improvement. All schools work in partnership with families and parishes to promote
strong, positive links and have clear strategic aims built on our mission and values.

We:

e Celebrate and share the practice of our outstanding schools, leaders and
teachers

e Are committed to excellent governance that challenges, supports and holds to

account

Have strong leadership at all levels

Ensure our pupils receive outstanding teaching

Offer a wide range of curricular and extracurricular experiences

Develop parents and carers as active partners in their child’s progress.

We are building a Trust where every child is at the heart of everything we do, where
every child is valued, where every family is supported and where every aspiration and
every dream can be realised.

“True education enables us to love life and
opens us to the fullness of life”

- Pope Francis
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Proud to Serve

Teesside, North Yorkshire & the
City of York

The area we serve is one of the friendliest and most beautiful places you could
choose to live and work in.

With an international reputation for innovation and an exciting mix of modern,
cosmopolitan and historic culture, the region includes vibrant cities, quaint villages, an
outstanding coastline and stunning countryside. Here are just a few reasons you should
live here:

Friendly people
We are famous for our friendliness and hospitality. Wherever you go, you'll always find a
warm welcome and ready smile.
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Arts and culture

Museums and galleries include Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art (Mima), the
Captain Cook Birthplace Museum, the Dorman Museum, with its collection of
Christopher Dresser-designed Linthorpe Pottery, and Kirkleatham Museum, home to
the superb Anglo-Saxon princess treasure exhibition. York is at the cutting edge of
artistic innovation, creativity and media arts hosting the York art gallery, Castle Howard
with its wonderful gardens to name but a few.

Entertainment and leisure

The region boasts large venues, international music festivals, Michelin star restaurants
and a vibrant nightlife. It is home to Middlesbrough Football Club and countless
grassroots clubs for adults and children, cricket and rugby teams and world-class golf
courses. Our coastline offers diving, sailing and some of the world's best surfing at
Saltburn and you can enjoy watersports at Tees Barrage International White Water
Course. In the centre of York is the magnificent Minster which is one of the UK's top 50
visitor attractions welcoming hundreds of thousand visitors each year.

Outstanding countryside

We have some of the best countryside you'll find anywhere in the UK, including the
stunning North York Moors and Dales. Even if you choose to live in one of our larger
towns you can always be in the countryside or by the sea in less than half an hour.

Excellence in education

The region boasts many great schools, including four NPCAT primaries that were named
in the Sunday Times top 250, Teesside University is based in Middlesbrough, York and
York St John Universities based in the centre of the city. Famous people educated in
NPCAT schools include musicians Chris Rea and Paul Rodgers, Middlesbrough MP Andy
McDonald, government advisor Sir Martin Narey, impressionist Kevin Connelly, TV
personality Chris Kamara, Middlesbrough FC chairman Steve Gibson and Keith
Houchen, who scored in the 1987 FA Cup final.

Strong transport links

There are good road and rail links across the Teesside and York areas providing links to
the rest of the country. Teesside, Leeds-Bradford and Newcastle airports are also close
by with regular flights to Scotland, Jersey, Spain and many other popular holiday
destinations across the world.
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The Diocese of Middlesbrough

NPCAT is one of two multi-academy Trusts responsible for the running of schools
within the Roman Catholic Diocese of Middlesbrough.

The diocese was founded on December 20 1878 when the Diocese of Beverley, which
had covered all of Yorkshire, was divided. Today, the diocese covers an area of 4,000 sq
km in the historic counties of North Yorkshire and the East Riding of Yorkshire, together
with the city of York.

Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Middlesbrough, Bishop Marcus Stock provides
Catholic schools:

e To help him as first educator of the diocese in his mission of making Christ
known to all people

e To support parents who at their child’'s baptism accepted the responsibility of
raising their child in the Catholic faith

e To be at a service to their local church, parish and Christian home and to ensure
our children give such service to the wider society.

NPCAT is responsible for schools in the boroughs of Middlesbrough, Redcar & Cleveland
and parts of Stockton and the county of North Yorkshire.

It is our mission to contribute to the creation of a society that is highly educated, skilled
and cultured.

Our schools must educate the whole child, ensuring they develop spiritually and also
achieve their full academic potential.

We see parish and school partnership as fundamental to the missionary role of Catholic
education.

Each school has a central place in parish life and where a school serves more than one
parish, chaplaincy work in school ensures that the appropriate steps are taken to have
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equal engagement across them all.

We ensure our schools come together to celebrate Mass, with the highlight of the year
being the annual celebrations on feast days.

Our schools serve the following parishes:

Brotton, St Anthony of Padua
Catterick Garrison, St Joan of Arc Garrison
Guisborough, St Paulinus
Helmsley, St Mary's
Ingleby Barwick, St Thérese of Lisieux
Leyburn, SS Peter & Paul
Loftus, St Joseph and Cuthbert
Malton, SS Leonard & Mary
Marske-by-the-Sea, St Bede
Middlesbrough, Corpus Christi
Middlesbrough, Holy Name
Middlesbrough, St Clare of Assisi
Middlesbrough, St Francis of Assisi
Middlesbrough, St Joseph
Middlesbrough, St Mary's Cathedral
Middlesbrough, St Patrick (Sacred Heart)
Middlesbrough, St Thomas More
North Ormesby, St Alphonsus
Nunthorpe, St Bernadette
Ormesby, St Gabriel
Pickering, St Joseph's
Redcar, Blessed Nicholas Postgate (Sacred Heart & St Augustine)
Richmond, SS Joseph & Francis Xavier
Saltburn, Our Lady of Lourdes
Staithes, Our Lady Star of the Sea
Teesville, St Andrew's Parish
Thirsk, All Saints
Thornaby, Christ The King
Thornaby, St Patrick
Ulshaw Bridge, SS Simon & Jude
Wycliffe, St Mary's
Yarm, St Mary and Romauld
York, Our Lady's, Acomb & English Martyrs
York, St Aelred'’s
York, St George's
York, St Wilfrid's York & St Joseph's Clifton
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Training, Development
and Progression

We offer a comprehensive training package that caters for all staff from future Initial
Teacher Training pupils through to chief executive officer, as well as our
non-teaching support staff.

We encourage staff to undertake training and development and to explore new
challenges within the Trust wherever appropriate.

A full suite of training packages are available across the Trust some delivered in-house
and others via our partnerships for national continuous professional development
(CPD) trainers such as Best Practice Network.

Our evolving team of standards advisers support school leaders in providing individually
tailored coaching and mentoring.

We also offer a range of appropriate courses for staff in a variety of roles, including
business and school administrators, teaching assistants and pastoral support staff.

Early career teachers benefit from a comprehensive professional development
programme delivered in collaboration with nationally recognised partners.

A combination of face to face and remote sessions involving online training videos and
materials cover the range of competencies in the Early Career Framework.

Leaders currently in post engage with Best Practice Network on, for example, Excellent
Middle Leaders Courses or School Curriculum Leadership.

Aspiring headteachers undertake National Professional Qualification for Headship
(NPQH) and existing headteachers can continue to progress through their National
Professional Qualification for Executive Leadership (NPQEL) qualification.

All staff can access training relevant to their current needs, through partnerships with
organisations such as the Research School’s Network and Leeds Carnegie Centre of
Excellence for Mental Health.

In addition to face to face sessions, staff at all levels can undertake accredited courses
from Level 1 upwards covering bespoke topics specific to their roles, such as
Understanding Autism and Managing Challenging Behaviour.

Central Services and business and administrative staff receive training on key aspects of
their roles identified in conjunction with their team leaders.
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